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It has hitkertp been the practice of the feiglifli Parliaments te 
regulate what was called the fucceffion, (taking it for granted, that 
tile Nation then continued to accord to the form of annexing a mo. 
narchical branch to its government ; for without this, the Parliament 
couk, no: have had authority to have fent either to Holland or to 
Han er, or to impofe a King upon the Nation againft its will.) I 
And this mull be the utmoft limit to which Parliament can go upon' 
the cafe} but the right of the Nation goes to the whale cafe, be- ! 
ca it has the right of changing its whole form of government. 
The right of a Parliament is only a right in truft, a ii- f ht by dele- t 
gation, and that but from a’ very fmall part of the Nation ; and ! 
one .of its Houfes has not even this. But the right of the Nation 
is an original right, as univerfal as taxation. The Nation is the 
pnyniafler of every thing, and every thing mull conform to its ge- 
neral will. ° 

. I r, ' m ‘^Her taking notice qf a fpeech in what is called the En»- « 

lifli Houfe of Peers, by the then Earl of Shelburne, and I think ? 

it was at the time he was Minifter, which is applicable to this cafe. 

I do no^t di reclly charge my memory with every particular; but 
the words and the purport, as nearly as I remember, were thefe : 
That the form of a Government 'll as a matter 'wholly at the 'will of a 
■Nation, at all times : that if it chofe a monarchical form , it had a 
fight to ha'vc itfi; and if it afterwards choje to he a Republic, it had 
a right to he a Republic, and to fay to a King, s We ha've no longer ) 

*vy occafion fir you. 9 

When Mr. Burke fays that <c His Majefty’s heirs and fuccefTors, 
i( each in their time and order, will come to the crown with the 
** f ame Contempt of their choice with which His Majefty has fuc- 
* c ceeded to that he wears,” it is faying too much even to the hum- 
bid! individual in the country; part of whofe daily labour goes 
towards making up the million fterling a year, which the country 
gives ’the perfon it ftiles a King. Government with infolence, is 
defpotifm; but when contempt is added, it becomes worfe; and 
to pay for contempt, is the excefs of flavery. This fpecies of go- 
vernment comes from Germany ; and reminds me of what one of 
the Brunfwick foldiers told me, who was taken prifoner by the 
Americans in the late war. « Ah!” faid he, “ America is a fine 

free country, it is worth the people's fighting for; I know the 

difference by knowing my own : in my country, if the prince 
t( fays. Eat draw, we eat draw.” God help that country, thought 
I, be it England or elfewhere, whofe liberties arc to be proteded 
by German principles of government, and Princes of Brunfwick ! 

As Mr. Burke fometimes fpeaks of England, fometimes of France, l 
and fometimes of the world, and of government in general, it is 
difficult- to anfwer his book without apparently meeting him on the 
fame ground. Although principles of Government are general j 
fubjeds, it is next to impouible in many cafes to feparatethem from 
the idea of place and circumilance ; and the more fo when circum- 
dances are put for arguments, which is frequently the cafe with 
Mr. Burke. J 

In 
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In the former part of his book, addreffing himfelf to the people 
e f France, he fays, “ No experience has taught us, (meaning the 
p n alifh), “ that in any other courfe or method than that of an 
“ hereditary crown, can our liberties be regularly perpetuated and 
« preserved facred as our hereditary right.*' I afk Mr. Burke, 
w ho is to take them away? — M. de la Fayette, in fpeaking to 
France, fays, “ For a Nation to he free , it is fufficient that jke wills 
« //.” * But Mr. Burke reprefents England as wanting capacity to 
take* care of itfelf, and that its liberties muft be taken care of by a 
Kins: holding it in “ contempt.” If England is funk to this, it 
is preparing Itfelf to eat ftraw, as in Hanover or in Brunfwick. 
But befides the folly of the declaration, it happens that the fads 
are all againft Mr. Burke. It was by the Government being here - 
ditary] that the liberties of the people were endangered Charles I. 
and James II. are inftances of this truth ; yet neither of them went 
fo far as to hold the Nation in contempt. 

As it is fometimes of advantage to the people of one country; to 
hear what thofe of other countries have to fay refpeding it, it is 
poffible that the people of France may learn fomething from Mr. 
Burke’s book, and that the people of England , may aHoiearn fome- 
thinp from the anfwers it will occafion. When Nations fall out 
about freedom, a wide field of debate is opened.. The argument 
commences with the rights of war, without its evils ; and as 
knowledge is the objed contended for, the party that fuftains the 
defeat obtains the prize. 

Mr. Burke talks about what he calls an hereditary crown, as 
if it were fome produdion of Nature; or as if, like fime, it had 
a power to operate, not only independently, but in fpite of man ; 
or as if it were a thing or a fubjed univerfally confented to. Alas ! 
it has none of thofe properties, but is the reverfc .of them all. ^ It 
is a thing in imagination, the propriety of which is more than 
doubted, and the legality of which in a few years will be denied. 

But, to arrange this matter in a clearer view than what general 
expreflions can convey, it will be neceflary to ftate the diftinct 
heads under which (what is called) an hereditary crown, or, more 
properly fpeaking, an hereditary fucceffion to the Government of 
a Nation, can be confidered; which are, 

' Firft, The right of a particular Family to eftablifli itfelf. 

Secondly, The right of a Nation to eftablifh a particular Fa- 

mi With refped to the firft of thefe heads, that of a Family eftablifh- 
in a itfelf with hereditary powers on its own authority, and inde- 
pendent of the confent of a Nation, all men will concur in calling 
it defpotifm ; and it would be trefpafiing on their undemanding 
to attempt to prove it. 

But the fecond head, that of a Nation eftablifh ing a particular 
Family* with hereditary powers, does not prefent itfelf as defpotiim 
on the. firft refiedion ; but if men will permit a fecond refledion to 
take place, and carry that refledion forward but one remove out 
of their ownperfonsto that of their offspring, they will .then fee 
that hereditary fucceffion becomes in its confequences the fame 

defpotifm 
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